[Contribution and role of polymorphonuclear leucocytes in inflammatory reactions of asbestosis].
The mechanism of lung fibrosis after asbestos exposure is unknown. Observations suggest that neutrophils may play a role in the development of the lung injury in asbestosis. They are attracted to the lungs by macrophages mediators and there they phagocyte asbestos fibres. A cytotoxic effect of asbestos exerted on polymorphonuclear leucocytes releases proteolytic enzymes such as collagenase and elastase. Besides, asbestos produces highly reactive oxidants in neutrophils responsible for an additional damage of tissues. However, the role of polymorphonuclear leucocytes in pathogenesis of asbestosis still remains controversial.